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Voting option call
By Charlotte Varcoe  

Wattle Range Council mayor Des Noll has 
called on the Australian Electoral Commission 
(AEC) to organise a pre-polling booth in both 
Millicent and Penola.

Currently there are just two pre-polling 

booths in the Limestone Coast, one be -
ing in Mount Gambier and the other in  
Naracoorte.

Mr Noll said he was disappointed there 
were no pre-polling booths in the Wattle 
Range Council area for the Voice to Parliament 
referendum.

“We have a significant population that 
would want to utilise that service,” Mr Noll 
said.

“I am disappointed the AEC has taken this 
action and at a minimum I want a pre-polling 
booth in Penola and Millicent.”

He said he would suggest a large number 

of people in the Wattle Range Council area 
would use the pre-poll, making it easier for the 
elderly who may utilise the service. “It could 
well make it busier on the day as well or peo -
ple may not even vote which would be disap -
pointing for their democratic right.”
 FULL STORY PAGE 6 

Almost 300 trivia buffs filled 
the Millicent Civic and Arts 
Centre on Friday night for 
5THE FM’s first major fund -
raiser in several years.

Quizmaster Jack Lane 
hosted the ‘Spicks and 
Specks’ music themed event 
which raised more than 
$4,000 during the evening.

Table three came out as 
winners with Chris Vearing 
heading to the stage to collect 
the prize on the team’s behalf.
 FULL STORY PAGE 7

Trivia 
night a 
success

Quizmaster Jack Lane 
presented a very happy Chris 
Vearing with her table’s prize 
for the night. 
 Picture: CAROLINE HAMMAT 
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Spring Time, 
Garden Time
Look the part 
this Spring 

with Di’s Gifts 
and Flowers

Community helps with history pictures  
Since February the South East Family His-
tory Group (SEFHG) has shared photos from 
their collection with SA Today in an attempt to 
identify those in the pictures. 

Around half of the photos which have ap -
peared in this news paper have now been fully 
named with several others partially identified.

The SEFHG are thrilled with the responses 
received which will help preserve history for 
future generations and are thankful for the as -
sistance.

These photos have previously run in the 
news paper, but their identification remains 
incomplete.

If you can assist in providing any informa -
tion about these photos please contact South 
East Family History Group researcher Colleen 
Hammat at the SEFHG on Wednesday or Sat-
urday 1-5pm on 8733 1100 (or leave a mes-
sage) or via email info@sefhg.org.

This photo of five flower enthusiasts shows the women wearing corsages on their dresses as 
they surround a large floral bouquet. One woman has been identified as Joan Engel (second from 
left), the rest of these ladies remain unnamed and the reason for the event is unknown.

Four of the five women in this photo have been identified as Mary 
Leech, Ann Reeves, Jean Pocock and Ann Virgo with the woman on the 
left still unknown.

This Tantanoola Cave photograph has been identified as a mid 
1980’s promotional photo for the Tantanoola Caves. Several people 
came forward with information which has named all but one person. 
Tantanoola cave manager John Callaghan and his wife Jo (far right), 
who was a cave guide, and their children Kathryn and Andrew Callaghan 
seated at the front. Ern Altschwager is on the left with the lady next to 
him still unnamed. Previous cave manager Verd Lane is in the middle.

It is uncertain when this photo was taken or the reason for it but it is 
believed to be in Millicent. The lady second from left has been identified 
as Jan Inglis with the rest of the woman remaining unnamed, can you 
help fill the gaps?

By Aidan Curtis 

Housing prices are still trending up -
wards, according to PropTrack’s Sep-
tember Home Price Index. 

At a local level, the South East was the 
best performing region in terms of price 
growth outside of Adelaide, with an an -
nual increase of 10.94 per cent. 

That growth bought the South East’s 
median housing value to $452,000, up 
from $418,000 in September last year.

The report showed prices across re-
gional South Australia rose to a new 
peak in September, increasing by 0.17 
per cent.

While the increase was relatively 
small, it capped off a 9.86 per cent lift in 
housing prices since September 2022. 

Regional South Australia’s housing 
prices have increased by 52.8 per cent 
since March 2020.  

Property 
prices keep 
up pace

Housing prices in the South East are on 
an up track. 
 Picture: TOM RUMBLE/UNSPLASH
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INSIDE NEWS   

A South East woman is making a mammoth 
trek, walking from Melbourne to Kingston SE 
for mental health. 

Charlotte Northam will walk the 1200 ki -
lometre journey to signify that, even when 
mental health makes things difficult, people 
can still “walk confidently along the road of 
life”. 

Ms Northam said she aims to spread a 
message of hope and raise money for mental 
health services. 

“I am doing this to show it’s okay to talk, 
even when it’s hard,” she said. 

“It’s okay to share your experience, because 
someone, even if they don’t show it, will al -
ways be listening.”

Along the way, Ms Northam plans to speak 
to the people she meets to raise awareness on 
mental health. 

As at midday on Tuesday, October 3, Ms 
Northam had raised $6,300.00, with funds go -
ing to mental health organisation SANE. 

It is expected Ms Northam will arrive back 
in Kingston on October 14. 

Massive health trek
Kingston SE’s Charlotte Northam will walk home from Melbourne to raise money for mental health.  Picture: SUPPLIED
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By Aidan Curtis  

A marsupial once thought extinct in South 
Australia has surprised one Limestone Coast 
resident after it was found attacking poultry 
on his property. 

Beachport resident Pao Ling Tsai initially 
thought a feral cat was behind a string of at -
tacks on his chickens.

However, after coming out to check on 
panicked chickens first thing on Tuesday, 
September 26, he was surprised to find a 
creature he had not seen before in his 20-
plus years of living in the region.

Mr Tsai managed to trap the animal in a 
chicken box with the intent of taking it to a 
vet, and took to Facebook in the meantime 
where his local community helped identify 
it as a quoll. The quoll managed to escape 
overnight, leaving him with concerns that 
his chickens could still be in danger. 

According to National Parks and Wildlife 
Service South Australia (NPW) district rang -
er Ross Anderson, a quoll in the South East is 
an “incredible sighting” despite the unfortu -
nate loss of chickens. 

“Certainly the official records of them be -
ing here are over 100 years old, so 1880s had 
the last official records,” Mr Anderson said.

“We had some undocumented sightings 
back in the 1980s, but they haven’t been veri -
fied so it’s an incredible sighting. 

“There’s potential that there may be a sur -
viving population out there somewhere.”

Quolls were considered extinct in South 
Australia and are nationally listed as endan -
gered, so Mr Anderson was hopeful the at -
tacks meant there was more than one quoll 
out there.

“If there’s a surviving population out 
there, this is really incredible,” he said. 

“Australia is one of the countries with the 
highest rates of extinction in the world, so 
if we’ve got species still existing in areas we 
didn’t know about, that’s a really good story.

“It is a turn up for the books.”
Mr Anderson said NPW will be unlikely 

to try and capture any quolls in the area  
as the stress of captivity and relocation 

risked killing them
“If it was escaped from captivity, we 

would attempt to capture it and return it, but 
at this stage we haven’t had any reports of it 
being an escaped animal,” he said. 

“We’ll set up some cameras to see if we 
can get some better imagery of the animal 
and see if any others are around as well.

“We will be working with the [resident] 
that has had the chickens killed to see if we 
can help predator-proof the chicken run.”

However, the quoll was later trapped on 
the property and taken to a vet, where it was 
treated for mange and subsequently released 
at an undisclosed location. 

Marsupial thought to be extinct found in South East

A quoll was caught attacking chickens on a Limestone Coast property. Picture: SUPPLIED 
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Shark victim 
recovering
By Jacob Shteyman, AAP  

A woman who was mauled by a shark is in 
good spirits as she recovers in hospital a day 
after the attack.

Pamela Cook, 64, was taken to Mount 
Gambier Hospital in a serious condition on 
Monday, October 2, after a shark bit her leg at 
Beachport.Husband Greg said she was doing 
“great” despite several stitches and a long re -
hab ahead of her.

“Pam said the worst part of the whole thing 
was the drive from Beachport to Millicent,” he 
told ABC Radio on Tuesday.

“The roads were atrocious.”
Mr Cook said medical staff were trying 

to get her up and walking and believed she 
would be in hospital for four or five days.

“She’ll be fine, she’s tough,” he said.
Police closed the beach on Monday as 

State Emergency Service crews searched 
for the offending shark, which has not been 
identified. The beach reopened on Tuesday, 
October 3, with scores of holidaymakers still 
in the area enjoying the school break.

Mr Cook praised the efforts of rescuers who 
stepped in to get his wife out of the water and 
administer immediate medical care.

“We’ve got such a vibrant and good com -
munity down here,” he said. “Everything went 
to plan, basically. If you’re going to do a train -
ing drill, that’s how it happens.”

Pam Cook is part of a swimming group, the Sea Urchins and Slugs, who meet for swim at dawn 
each morning. Picture: FILE
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Small win for interstate staff as negotiations continue
By Charlotte Varcoe 

A Change in the Department for Education’s 
policy allowing interstate entitlements to be 
transferred to South Australia has been cele-
brated by a local Australian Education Union 
(AEU) representative.

AEU presidential candidate and South 
East resident Matthew Key congratulated the 
state government on the change.

Previously, teachers looking to transfer 
from other states would not be able to have 
their worker entitlements- such as annual or 
sick leave- transferred over.

Mr Key said this was a really good step in 
the right direction, with the union continu -
ing to work alongside the state government 
for better working conditions.

“We will be able to have a lot more people 
work, especially as a cross-border commu -
nity,” Mr Key said.

“To know leave can now accrue on either 
side of the border is great but there is still a 
vast disparity in South Australia and Victoria.”

He said although it was a good start, the 
policy change “would not go far enough” to 
bring South Australian teachers in line with 
other states.

“We are still the worst paid teachers in the 
country,” he said.

“Negotiations are all in progress at the 
moment and we are pleased after the indus -
trial action the government has come to the 
table.

“We are now actively negotiating with 
them in order to get a better deal.”

He said the state government still had 
to ensure teachers looking to transfer into 
South Australia were well supported in un -
derstanding the state’s systems as well as 
ensuring the mentoring programs were im -
proved.

Within South Australia, student teachers 
in their late stages of university were able to 
gain “special authority” to teach in regional 
schools.

Mr Key said although this was a positive 

initiative, a lot of the student teachers were 
placed in some of the “hardest classrooms”.

“We do have a teacher shortage and we 
need to fill that gap but it is not done right at 
the moment,” he said.

“We need better mentoring coming in 
and creating experienced teachers in those 
spots and having student teachers in more 
settled classrooms.”

He said there had been conversations 
around the topics and it continued to be 
raised.

“The government keeps saying there is 
not enough money, but there is plenty of 
money for other things,” Mr Key said.

“It is important that parliamentarians 
continue to talk about regional teachers as 
anything we can do to create more equity is 
a positive.”

Member for MacKillop Nick McBride also 
spoke on the change of policy, labelling it as 
a “huge win” for teachers wishing to move to 
South Australia.

“This is a change in policy that will allow 
teachers who may have accrued many thou -
sands of hours - and therefore dollars - in 
sick leave or annual leave to move to South 
Australia and to not lose those hard-earned 
entitlements,” Mr McBride said.

“This gives an added incentive to come to 
our state and take up teaching positions, and 
we know there are many available.”

Mr McBride also noted there was a “grow -
ing number of unqualified teachers” who 
were given special permissions to teach in 
regional areas to fill vacancies in the MacK -
illop electorate. 

“This is not good for students or these 
student teachers,” he said.

“These young teachers are having to sink 
or swim and they do not have the mentors to 
help them deal with the behavioural issues 
of some students which takes them away 
from doing what they are, ironically, not 
quite trained to do, which is teaching.”
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Community spirit shines 
By Sophie Conlon 

The Glencoe community is banding together 
to bring new life to the long standing Glencoe 
Public Hall. 

Glencoe Hall committee secretary Rebecca 
Alexander said they were hosting a number of 
fundraisers to help bring the space back up to 
scratch, with the next event being a market 
day. 

With the event still a few weeks away, Ms 
Alexander said they were hoping to get as 
many stall holders registered as possible. 

“It’s just a matter of getting people here to 
support the market day, trying to get more 
stallholders booked and then eventually try 
and get the hall hired out,” she said. 

Treasurer Krystal Dunn said they wanted to 
bring back the community spirit to the hall as, 
since Covid-19, it had dwindled. 

“There are a lot of new families moving 
into town, which is a good thing, so we want 
to bring back functions here where younger 
kids get about because that’s obviously where 
it’s at,” she said. 

“Me and my husband, we like community 
spirit, the rural communities, and that’s why 
we live out here.

“We just need everyone else to jump on 
it too and go, ‘hey, we’ll all get involved and 
pitch in’.”

Ms Alexander said money raised would 
go towards fixing up the hall so more events 
could be held there. 

“Maintenance at the moment, from the 
downpipe we’re getting water issues inside, 
salt damp, that’s a major one,” she said. 

“Electrical is also another one that needs 
updating.

“That’s why we’re throwing bigger fundrais -
ing events trying to get more people out here.”

Ms Alexander said the hall could be hired 
for almost any occasion and it would be great 
to see it come alive again as a community hub. 

As the committee work to bring it back to 
life, Ms Alexander said they would like to see 
more people jump on board. 

She said they had recently received a grant 
from Wattle Range Council to upgrade electri -
cal in the kitchen, but the funding would not 
cover all the upgrades the committee wanted 
to accomplish. 

“So whether there’s any tradesman that 
want to volunteer their time to do some jobs, 
because obviously our biggest cost is the la-
bour, we can fundraise to purchase the items, 
the parts, but it’s the labour that then costs the 
same amount,” she said. 

Both women agreed it was important to 
keep community halls alive because once they 
were lost there was nothing to hold the com -
munity together.

“If it gets sold, the whole building can be 
knocked down, so then that’s another old 
building in a rural town regional town that’s 

gone, you can’t replace it,” Ms Alexander said. 

Ms Dunn said the market day would be a 
family friendly event with local live music, 
market and food stalls, and children and fam -
ily entertainment. 

“We’re doing a make your own hobby 
horse, so you will purchase it and then be able 
to enter the race,” she said. 

“We’re going to do a handball target com -
petition too, we’re going to try to get the footy 
boys involved in that.” 

She said there would even be a car boot sale 
and visit from old classic vehicles. 

“There is something for everyone,” she said. 

The market day will also see the committee 
launch their Christmas raffle, which Ms Alex -

ander said had lots of exciting prizes. 

“We’ve got basically $1000s of prizes up for 
grabs,” she said. 

The market day will be held at the Glencoe 
Public Hall on Sunday, November 26, from 
10am to 3pm, with a gold coin entry fee. 

For more information or to get involved, 
find Glencoe Public Hall on Facebook. 

Glencoe Public Hall treasurer Krystal Dunn and secretary Rebecca Alexander, and their children Ryley, Hunter, Lane, Sophie and Kaleb, are looking 
forward to the upcoming market day.  Picture: SOPHIE CONLON
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FOR SALE BY EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
CLOSING THURSDAY 9TH NOVEMBER 4:00PM

49 Church St, Penola - (08) 8737 2695
81 Henty St, Casterton - (03) 5581 1713 RLA 44072

Tom Pearce
0427 642 138

�9 �L �H �Z �� �R �Q �O �L �Q �H �� �D �W �� �Z �Z �Z �� �W �G �F �D �J �H �Q �W �V �� �F �R �P �� �D �X

Contact Tom Pearce or Mark De Garis for more inform ation
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Productive heavy black loam flats of approx 2710ac

balanced perfectly with approx 1376ac warm rising

range country, portion is subdivided to smaller

allotments with Riddoch Highway frontage.

43 ha centre pivot with 259megL taking allocation

currently sown to canola.

Historical five bedroom stone homestead and a

renovated three bedroom cottage.

Four stand raised board woolshed with sheep yards

and high volume cattle yards.

Good quality stock water, majority via solar and

electric pumps.

An offering of rare scale and balance, 10 km from Naracoorte

�&�K�L�O�G�H�U�O�H�\���3�D�U�N

Mark De Garis
0428 372 128
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PRE-POLLING BOOTHS:
MOUNT GAMBIER/BERRIN
Ex-Brumby Signs Building
19 Sturt Street

 · October 3 - 6 from 8.30am - 5.30pm

 · October 7 from 9am-4pm

 · October 9-12 from 8.30am-5.30pm

 · October 13 from 8.30am-6pm

 · October 14 from 8am-6pm
NARACOORTE:
Senior Citizens Building
45 Sandstone Ave

 · October 7 from 9am-4pm

 · October 9-12 from 8.30am-5.30pm

 · October 13 from 8.30am-6pm
POLLING BOOTHS:

 · Open from 8am-6pm, October 14
CITY OF MOUNT GAMBIER:

 · Mount Gambier High School

 · Anglican Parish of Mt Gambier

 · Mount Gambier North Primary School

 · McDonald Park School

 · Melaleuca Park Primary School
GRANT DISTRICT COUNCIL:

 · Suttontown Primary School

 · Compton Soldiers Memorial Hall

 · Yahl Primary School

 · Mil-Lel Memorial Park Inc Hall

 · Glenburnie Memorial Hall

 · Kongorong Soldiers Memorial Institute

 · Port Macdonnell Senior Citizens Club

 · Glencoe Central Primary School

 · Kalangadoo Primary School

 · Carpenter Rocks Community Hall
WATTLE RANGE COUNCIL:

 · Tantanoola Institute Hall

 · Nangwarry Primary School

 · Mount Burr Primary School

 · Newbery Park Primary School

 · Millicent High School

 · Penola Primary School

 · Coonawarra Soldiers Memorial Commu -
nity Club

 · Southend Community Centre

 · Beachport Recreation Centre

 · Rendelsham Community Hall

 · Furner Community Hall
NARACOORTE LUCINDALE COUNCIL:

 · Naracoorte South Primary School

 · Lucindale War Memorial Hall

 · Padthaway Primary School

 · Frances Memorial Hall
ROBE DISTRICT COUNCIL:

 · Robe Primary School
KINGSTON DISTRICT COUNCIL:

 · Kingston Community School
TATIARA DISTRICT COUNCIL:

 · Wolseley Community Club

 · Mundulla Primary School

 · Bordertown High School

 · Keith Area School

Where to cast your vote 

VOTE: The referendum will be held on 
October 14 but a number of prepolling 
stations have opened.  Picture: AEC

Mayor calls 
for options
By Charlotte Varcoe 

Wattle Range Council mayor Des Noll has 
called on the Australian Electoral Commission 
(AEC) to organise a pre-polling booth in both 
Millicent and Penola.

Currently there are just two pre-polling 
booths in the Limestone Coast, one being  
in Mount Gambier and the other in Naraco -
orte.

Mr Noll said he was disappointed there 
were no pre-polling booths in the Wattle 
Range Council area for the Voice to Parliament 
referendum.

“We have a significant population that 
would want to utilise that service,” Mr Noll 
said.

“I am disappointed the AEC has taken this 
action and at a minimum I want a pre-polling 
booth in Penola and Millicent.”

He said he would suggest a large number of 
people in the Wattle Range Council area would 
use the pre-poll, making it easier for the elder -
ly who may utilise the service.

“It could well make it busier on the day as 
well or people may not even vote which would 
be disappointing for their democratic right,” 
Mr Noll said.

“There has always been pre-polling in the 
Wattle Range Council area in state elections 
so I am calling on the AEC to make an adjust-
ment on that and make sure the community 
do have access.”

An Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) 
spokesperson said during the federal election 
last year, the Limestone Coast was also ser-
viced by a similar number of pre-polling cen -

tres prior to election day.
“It is also important to keep in mind that 

we cannot always secure centrally located 
premises for all voters during the pre-poll 
period in an operation of this size and with 
five weeks’ notice, where we want them,” the 
spokesperson said.

“As always, it is important for people to 
plan their vote with the majority of people vot -
ing on the day itself.

“However, for those that cannot vote on the 
day, the pre-poll centres are open for those 
who need it.”

They said if needed, voters could also apply 
for a postal vote to be delivered to their home.

“Postal voting applications are still open 
and will be up until 6pm on Wednesday, Octo -
ber 11,” the spokesperson said.

“All of these options means that people 
have a choice about when and where and how 
they can vote with just a little bit of planning 
and flexibility - similar to federal elections.”

They said Australia has “some of the best 
access of all electoral processes” around the 
globe.

“It is a system envied by so many and citi -
zen expectations in the digital age don’t always 
accord with a manual process like elections or 
referendums,” the spokesperson said.

“It does require some planning to see 
where and when people will vote.”

The pre-polling stations will be open on a 
range of days leading up to the referendum on 
October 14.  On the day of the referendum, a 
number of other polling booths will be open 
from 8am until 6pm that day.



Thursday, 5 October, 2023   7

Students take to the courts 
for action-packed carnival
By Sophie Conlon 

More than 900 students from around the Lime -
stone Coast took part in Tennis SA’s Tennis Hot 
Shots District School Carnival as it travelled 
from Mount Gambier to Keith recently.

On Wednesday, September 13, about 200 
students from Millicent North, St Anthony’s 
Catholic, Rendelsham, Kangaroo Inn and 
Beachport Primary Schools had a hit of the 
ball at the Millicent Tennis Club. 

Tennis SA school and pathway manager 
Luke Doughty said the week touring the Lime -
stone Coast had gone well. 

“It’s been really good, most days we’ve seen 
over 200 kids,” he said. 

Mr Doughty said the carnival was run an -
nually and was an introduction to tennis for 
school aged children. 

“The purpose is just to sort of get some kids 
out here playing and introduction to tennis,” 
he said. 

“It’s pretty pretty laid back, so it’s just more 
so again, to get to sort of understand the game 
of tennis, meeting new people, getting the 
concept of starting a match and working out 
how to score points.” 

He said the carnival was not too technical, 
but would give children a good jumping off 
point if they decided to join a local tennis club 
after taking part. 

“Hopefully fall in love with the game and 
start playing the game,” he said. 

The carnival also offered students an op -
portunity to travel to Adelaide and represent 
the Limestone Coast in the SAPSASA state fi-
nals.  

Local students Oscar, Sydnee, Leyla, Jed and Levi enjoyed learning the sport from Tennis SA 
school and pathway manager Luke Doughty.  Picture: SOPHIE CONLON

Activity filled month ahead
By Caroline Hammat

Lunch and entertainment were both on 
the menu for 70 of the region’s seniors as 
they attended the official launch of this 
year’s Seniors Month on Tuesday.

Held at the Millicent Civic and Arts 
Centre, guests were treated to a free light 
luncheon with musical performances 
by the ‘Piano Man’ Dennis Edwards and 
country singer Anne Fraser.

Unfortunately entertainment by the 
Gladys Smith Early Learning Centre and 
Jack Harry, an Elvis Presley impersonator, 
were late cancellations.

Wattle Range Council mayor Des Noll 
officially launched the month’s activities 
and encouraged seniors to make the most 
of the activities available.

“It is so important within our commu -
nity to hold these events, get everybody 
together and have fun” he said.

Annual Seniors Month event coordina -
tor Catarina Santos said some of October’s 
planned events had already been booked 
out.

“We still have quite a few vacancies, 

and we encourage people to join the wait -
ing list for those booked out events in case 
we have people pull out of attending.

“This year we have booking online 
available and quite a few have found it 
easy to navigate and have booked that 
way.

“We have kept the popular events like 
the walk at Lake McIntyre which has been 
with us since we started in 2011.

“Senior’s Month is going pretty strong, 
every year the seniors look forward to Oc -
tober.

“They want to know when the program 
is going to be out to see what’s going on, 
they really look forward to it.”

This week’s events include Glencoe 
Woolshed open day and morning tea on 
Friday, and Sunday the Lions Club of Pe-
nola are hosting a seniors lunch.

Next Monday and Tuesday cooking 
demonstrations are being held in both 
Millicent and Penola with the popular 
movie day being held on Wednesday.

This year’s movie is Mrs Harris Goes to 
Paris with the Millicent Lions Club provid -
ing donuts as a movie viewing snack.

Joining Catarina Santos (right) for the Seniors Month launch are Shirley Galpin, Glenise 
Cull, Pauline Ferguson and Bill Cull. Picture: CAROLINE HAMMAT

   NEWS

Music buffs back station
By Caroline Hammat

Almost 300 hundred trivia buffs filled the Mil -
licent Civic and Arts Centre on Friday night 
for 5THE FM’s first major fundraiser in sev -
eral years.

Quizmaster Jack Lane hosted the ‘Spicks 
and Specks’ music themed event which 
raised more than $4,000 during the evening.

Table three came out as winners with 
Chris Vearing heading to the stage to collect 
the prize on the team’s behalf.

“Jack and his helpers did an awesome job” 
she said.

“It was so much fun, we had a blast.
“Bring on the next one.”
5THE FM chair David Walshaw thanked 

the community at the end of the evening for 
their ongoing support.

Speaking on the challenges which the new 
board has faced since taking over the station 
late last year Mr Walshaw said the debt of 
nearly $200,000 had been retired. 

“We didn’t know how we were going to get 
out of this mess but we promised the com -
munity that we would,” he said. 

“The money from tonight will go toward 
renovations of the studios which have been 
let go for so long they are almost archaic.

“This is your radio station, we are just cus -
todians of it and we need you to tell us what 
you would like us to do.”

Mr Walshaw announced local Triple M ra -

dio station has donated two consoles which 
will bring the station in to “the 21st century”.

The new consoles will allow people to dial 

in and appear live on air and enable the use 
of multiple microphones in the studio at one 
time.

From having a single presenter last year 
the station now has 18 on-air presenters 
working seven days a week.

Table three trivia winners were Peter Penney, Jamie, Chris Vearing, Deb Gurney, Cameron, Carly McArthur, Arthur O’Connell, Abby Shephard and 
(hidden) Meredith McArthur and Jill Phillips.  Picture: CAROLINE HAMMAT
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OCTOBER

All of October
 · Coonawarra Cabernet Celebrations

 · Celebrate Seniors month 

3-14 October
 · Full Throttle in Wattle school holiday program

5 October 
 · Author Talk with Chris Hammer at Millicent Library

14-15 October
 · Quilts in the Garden at Short

 · Open Garden at St Mary’s

15 October
 · Millicent Choral Society at Rendelsham Hall

19 October
 · Author Talk with Tricia Stringer at Millicent Library

20 -23 October
 · 2023 Geltwood Festival

25 October
 · Penola Coonawarra Arts Festival AGM at Penola 
Coonawarra Visitor Information Centre

NOVEMBER

11 November
 · Coonawarra Running Festival

17 November
 ·  Stand Like Stone Movie Night

REGULAR EVENTS

Every Monday
 · Senior Citizens, Millicent RSL

 · Yoga at Beachport

 · Ukulele classes at Penola RSL

 · National Karate Academies, Penola Primary School 
Hall

 · Millicent Choral Society practice, High School music 
room

 · Penola Lions Bus to Mount Gambier

 · Leggo’s Boxing Training, Penola Basketball Stadium

 · Table Tennis Club - Millicent Squash Club

Every Tuesday
 · Red Cross Community Shuttle from Millicent to 
Mount Gambier

 · Yoga at Millicent, Community Learning Centre

 · Dance to Keep Fit, Beachport

 · Millicent Men’s Shed

 · Melody’s Performing Arts classes, Rymill Hall, Penola

Every Wednesday
 · St Mary’s Op Shop, Penola

 · Millicent Art & Craft Group, Pottery

 · Penola Men’s Shed

 · Social Bowls, Penola

 · Ladies only Burlesque classes, Nangwarry

 · Social tennis, Penola

 · Fun exercise classes, Millicent Uniting Church

 · Leggo’s Boxing Training, Penola Basketball Stadium

 · Cards at Beachport Cinema

 · Crafty Kids @ the Penola Community Library

 · Lions Club of Wattle Range Lioness Bookshop, 47 
George Street, Millicent

Every Thursday
 · St Mary’s Op Shop, Penola

 · Seniors Online, Millicent Library

 · Craft at Beachport Cinema

 · Millicent Men’s Shed

 · Ladies only Burlesque classes, Nangwarry

 · Red Cross shuttle from Millicent to Mount Gambier

 · Beachport Ukulele Group

 · Indoor Social Bowls, Millicent Uniting Church

 · Family connections program, Penola

 · Craft at Beachport Cinema

 · Beachport Twilight Golf and Twilight Bowls

Every Friday
 · Lego Club, Millicent Public Library

 · Lions Club of Wattle Range Lioness Bookshop, 47 
George Street, Millicent

 · St Mary’s Op-Shop, Penola

 · Seniors Online, Millicent Library

 · Penola Bowls women’s competition

 · Millicent RSL Open

 · Fun exercise classes, Millicent Uniting Church

 · Dance classes, Penola

 · Bar open Coonawarra Community Club

Every Saturday
 · Kalangadoo Farmers Market

 · St Mary’s Op Shop, Penola

 · Millicent Art & Craft Group

 · Penola Bowls Club men’s competition

 · Penola Croquet Club

 · Aqua aerobics, Penola pool

 · Lions Club of Wattle Range Lioness Bookshop @ 47 
George Street, Millicent

Every Sunday
 · Beachport Ladies Golf Day

 · Millicent Men’s Shed

First Friday of the month
 · Penola Community Library Book Club, Penola Com-
munity Library

1st Thursday of the month
 · Wattle Range Suicide Prevention Network Meetings, 
Millicent

2nd Tuesday of the month
 · Wattle Range Council meeting, Millicent Council 
Chambers

First and third Thursday of the month
 · Book Club, Millicent Library

2nd & 4th Thursday of the month
 · Scribblers Writing workshop, Millicent Library

3rd Tuesday of the month
 · Millicent Local History, Library

 · Millicent Probus Club

 · Penola Probus Club

Last Friday of the month
 · Coonawarra Hall tea night

2nd Sunday of the month
 · Penola Hospital garden working bee

2nd Friday of the month
 · Penola Bowling Club Friday Night Teas

3rd Sunday of the month
 · Beachport Hotel family fun day and jam session

4th Thursday of the month
 · South East Family History Group meeting

4th Friday of the month
 · Beachport Film Society showing

Last Monday of the month
 · Penola Leo Club

Last Tuesday of the month
 · Millicent Cancer Support Group meeting

Every Fortnight
 · Millicent Showground Markets 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  COMPILED WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF WATTLE RANGE COUNCIL

WHAT’S ON  

Bestselling crime author Chris Hammer.
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By Aidan Curtis

Limestone Coast tourism is going gang -
busters after the region recorded its 
highest ever visitor expenditure in the 
last financial year.

In the 12 months to June 2023, Lime-
stone Coast recorded a visitor expendi -
ture of $565 million, exceeding the re -
gion’s previous record.

It also went well above the region’s 
2025 visitor expenditure target, which 
was $479 million according to the 2025 
South Australian Regional Visitor Strat -
egy.

Minister for Tourism Zoe Bettison 
said it was fantastic to see the “achiev-
able” target passed so soon before 2025.

“The Limestone Coast is quite unique 
in the South Australian regional tourism 
makeup because they get a lot of tour-
ists coming across the border, people 
coming on the Great Ocean Road,” Ms 
Bettison said.

“What we see is people wanting to 
get out and have a bit of adventure tour -
ism, so where else better when you’ve 
got caves, snorkelling, the ability to walk 
around the Blue Lake and enjoy that, 
and of course mountain bikes.

“I think it’s a really attractive desti -
nation for families and we want to keep 
working with the tourism operators 
there and the councils to keep talking 
about that more and more.”

The 2023 AFL Gather Round played 
a significant part in the region’s success 
and Ms Bettison said there were already 
plans to improve on its success in 2024.

“The Gather Round in 2024 is going 
to be in the middle of the school holi -
days for Victoria and I recently met with 
your council to talk about how we can 
maximise peoples’ stays,” she said.

“Rather than driving through the 
Limestone Coast, we get them to stay 
overnight in the region and see it as a 
destination on its own.

“That road trip type of work will start 
to happen now.”

While the region, and the state as a 
whole, has seen a lot of success in meet-
ing or exceeding the 2025 visitor expen-
diture targets, Ms Bettison said those 
targets will not be adjusted just yet.

“We have had that conversation, so 
we’ve got this ambition for $12.8 billion 
by 2023 and as a state, we’re at $9.9 bil-
lion now - I just want to see how the next 
probably 18 months go,” she said.

“We’ve had an incredible bounce 
back and beyond for tourism, we’ve put 
a lot of focus and money into it.

“There are some concerns nationally 
about a bit of softening due to inflation 
and interest rate rises, so we just want to 
see where that lands.”

Ms Bettison expects the review to be 
conducted in 2025.

Tourism 
bonanza

 Picture: FILE 

By Aidan Curtis

A South East LGBTIQA+ community group has 
initiated winding up procedures due to a lack 
of volunteers to keep it running.

Limestone Coast Connect (LCC) called 
time at its recent board meeting, with the 
group looking to officially wind up operations 
by December 1.

LCC chair Pat Smith cited low volunteer 
numbers as the driving factor in the vote to 
fold, with only three board members remain -
ing to run the group.

“We asked for volunteers to help us and 

unfortunately no one really stepped up,” Mr 
Smith said.

“Community groups like this do need to 
happen, they do need to thrive, but it needs 
the community to support itself.

“We were down to three board members, 
unfortunately, and we need to have strong 
leadership and strong board members who 
have skills and the time to commit.”

With LCC soon to cease all operations, Mr 
Smith encouraged people in all South East 
communities to do their bit to make the re -
gion a safer, more inclusive space for all.

He said there were small things people 

could do that would go a long way to building 
a culture of acceptance throughout the Lime -
stone Coast.

“If someone corrects you on their pro -
nouns, say thank you and then work better on 
those pronouns,” he said.

“If you are a business owner or venue man -
ager, make sure you have accessible, inclusive 
facilities and have that rainbow sticker on 
your door to show you are inclusive of every -
body coming in through your doors.

“Queer people do need their safe spaces and 
it is imperative we do have safe spaces across 
the entire region, across all seven LGAs.”

Drop in volunteer numbers sees group fold

Former Limestone Coast Connect deputy chair Di Ind, left, Member of the Legislative Council Ben Hood, and Limestone Coast Connect chair Pat 
Smith at the group’s 2021 Picnic in the Park event.  Picture: SUPPLIED

   NEWS

TWO roads within the MacKillop electorate 
will be investigated as to whether there needs 
to be more roadside vegetation clearance.

Minister for Infrastructure and Transport 
Tom Koutsantonis agreed to investigate roads 
of concern such as Old Kalangadoo Road to-
wards Penola as well as Penola Road towards 
Naracoorte after it was brought to his atten -
tion.

Member for MacKillop Nick McBride spoke 
in parliament recently questioning whether 
Mr Koutsantonis would “consider updating 
vegetation clearance measurements” and 
take into account the “current maintenance 
schedule and the growth of vegetation” along 
regional roads.

“I have been contacted by a truck driver 
in my electorate who is extremely concerned 
about trees that hang dangerously close to his 
vehicle,” Mr McBride said.

“The constituent drives semi trailers and 
has explained that on numerous roads…the 
trees pose a safety risk.

“The constituent believes the current 
maintenance isn’t enough and that road users 
are being put at risk by overhanging branch -
es.”

Mr Koutsantonis said he had received ad -
vice that the current vegetation clearance en -
velope in the South East was “sufficient” yet 
given Mr McBride’s concerns he would “ask 
the department to give [me] an update on 
whether or not” maintenance needed to be 
increased.

“I think there is a backlog of road mainte -
nance across our regional roads,” Mr Koutsan -
tonis said.

“There are specific issues in the South East 
and I will now investigate the roads he [Mr 
McBride] has raised.”

Road branch worry

Member for MacKillop Nick McBride is calling for more roadside vegetation maintenance.
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NEWS   

Probe into pig outbreaks
By Charlotte Varcoe 

Authorised officers from the Limestone Coast 
Landscape Board have been investigating 
claims that feral pigs were transported from 
Victoria to New South Wales and illegally re -
leased in the South East.

Within the last 18 months, there have been 
three recorded feral pig outbreaks with more 
than 80 pigs culled likely to have been re -
leased illegally. 

According to the State Government, the 
first outbreak was less than 20 animals, all of 
which were successfully removed.

It was uncertain as to whether these ani -
mals were intended to be used by an indi -
vidual or group, or intentionally released to 

establish a pest population.
The second outbreak included two preg -

nant females and discussions with South 
West Victorian government staff indicated 
people were actively moving pregnant fe -
males across the border to “establish new 
populations” for recreational hunting. 

The latest outbreak included about 12 ani -
mals, which were released for personal use 
to a remote area of the property without the 
knowledge of the landowner.

Over the course of two to three years, it is 
understood the population increased to the 
point “of dispersing onto adjoining proper -
ties” when the local landscape board was 
alerted.

A government spokesperson said DNA 
samples were currently being tested to pro -
vide information on a possible source loca -
tion.

They said enquiries were “ongoing to 
identify the person or persons involved”.

Minister for Primary Industries and For -
estry Clare Scriven said in Parliament re -
cently that PIRSA “worked closely” with the 
landscape boards, including that in the Lime -
stone Coast.

“The impacts absolutely are very much on 
the agricultural sector, as well of course on 
the natural environment,” Ms Scriven said.

“Feral animals, particularly feral pigs, 
have very considerable negative impacts en -

vironmentally as well.

“I am advised [there are] between about 
1000 and 2000 feral pigs on mainland South 
Australia.”

Ms Scriven said feral pigs were declared 
for destruction under the Landscape South 
Australia Act 2019.

“Under that act it is illegal to possess, 
move, sell or release feral pigs without a per-
mit,” she said.

“Sightings of feral pigs or any indication 
of their presence must be reported to the re -
gional landscape board or the chief executive 
of the Department for Environment and Wa -
ter or their delegate.”

Minister for Primary Industries, Re -
gional Development and Forestry Clare 
Scriven has reassured the public her 
lounge membership to Qantas Chair -
man’s Lounge has been registered.

Ms Scriven acknowledged she is a 
part of the chairman’s lounge and it was 
brought to her attention “through a me -
dia report” that she had “omitted to in -
clude” it on her register of interests for 
this year.

“As soon as I became aware of that 
I rectified the situation by advising the 
clerk and requesting it be added to my 
register,” Ms Scriven said.

The membership does not constitute 
a gift under the Ministerial Code of Con -
duct but Ms Scriven said it “should be 
declared on the register of interests”.

It was recently reported that Premier 
Peter Malinauskas and almost all of his 
cabinet have declared themselves mem -
bers of the chairman’s lounge with some 
not registering it on the register of inter -
est.

The state government has confirmed 
and reassured the public and those in 
the chambers that all lounge members 
have now put it on the register.

The chairman’s lounge is for clients 
travelling on domestic flights through -
out the nation.

MP in the 
Chariman’s 
Lounge

Clare Scriven.  Picture: FILE 
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Regional Australian 
communities deserve 
local news as much 
as our big cities do.
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Coonawarra golf day a hit
More than 100 people came out for the sixth 
annual Coonawarra Cabernet Celebrations 
Golf Day at the Penola Golf Course last week. 

Attendees enjoyed wine which was flowing 
throughout the day while they had a hit on the 
green. 

Peter Ey, Karl Heidenreich, Jo Brand and Craig Bell  Pictures: SUPPLIED  

Alex Lambert, Kirsty Bailey, Jenny Butler and Dimity Savage

Christine Lambert, Hugh Koch and Heidi Guyett

Jeremy Briggs, Darren Earl, Peppi Pare, Stuart Stephen and Doug Balnaves

Ian Mason 

Shannon Fullerton enjoys a sparkling wine 
before setting off with his team at the 
Coonawarra Golf Day
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COONAWARRA FORECAST

FORECAST

COONAWARRA
Sun protection
recommended

between 
9:50am to 3:50pm

MAX UV Index
6 (high)

w w w . b o m . g o v . a u
Warnings €­  �†‚‡�•€ ˆ
South Australia €­  �‰‚•�‰••ˆ
Victoria €­  �‡‰Š� ••ˆ�
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Œ„ ‰„­€��  �‚�

CAPITAL CITIES

���
 ��
�����
 •�‘
’������� �����
� €Š
“�����
� ����������	����� •Š
��
����� �	����������
�� €‚
”����
 ����������	�������������� ­­
•����� �	���������������
�
� €†
•������
� �	����������
���•�
�
� €†
����	 ��


� •‰
�
�
�
 •�
�
��•����
���


� •­

SUN & MOON
Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Moonset

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

†„­‰�� ‰„€ƒ�� €•„‚ƒ�� € „ ‰��
†„­†�� ‰„€ƒ�� €„‚‚�� €€„  ��
†„­ƒ�� ‰„€‚�� •„ƒ†�� €€„‚‰��
†„­­�� ‰„€†�� ­„­ �� €•„‚‰��
†„­€�� ‰„€‰�� ƒ„ †�� €„‚Š��
†„­ �� ‰„€Š�� ƒ„­†�� •„‚‡��

THE WORLD
•�������
�����
��
�������


City Weather Max Min

’�	�
� ��
� •† €ƒ
’��•��
� ��
� €‰ ƒ
“�
�•�• ������ ­­ •‚
“����
� ��
� •ƒ €‚
“����
 �����
 €‡ €•
�	�����	���	 ��
� •€ •
”�
����� �����
 ­• •‚
”����
 �����
 €‰ €•
•�
��•�
� ��
� ­‚ •Š
•�
����� �	����� ­€ •€
–�•���� ��


 ­• •‰
–�	�

������ �����
 ­  €€
•�����Œ����� ������ ­­ •ƒ
Œ�
��
 �����
 €Š €•
Œ���’
����� ��


 ­€ €†
•����� ��


 •‡ €‰
•����� ��
� €­ Š
•���”��	� ��
� ­‚ €‡
•���—��• 	�˜� •‰ €‡
•����� ��
� •‚ • 
����� ��
� €Š € 
’��•��
� ��
� €‰ ƒ
�����™��� �	����� •† €‡
����� �����
 •• €‚
��
������ ������ ­ƒ •ƒ
���� �	����� •‰ •€
š���’��� ��
� •‡ •‚
š�•
� ���
 •ƒ €‡
™�
������ �	����� €† €€
•����
���
 ��
� €ƒ ƒ

COASTAL WATERS
South Central Coastal Waters: 
•�
��„�����	�������
�€‚����• �•
�������
�
�
����	���
�����
���	�����
�
�������„�€����€�‚��������
�����„�����	�������
�ƒ�����������������
�����•�‚���
­������������
���	�����
�
���•���	��„������
��† ›
�	�
�������	������
Upper South East Coastal Waters:
•����
�•���	���������–����
•�
��„�����	�������
�€‚����• �•
�������
�
�
����	���
�����
���	�����
�
�������„�€����€�‚��������
�����„�����	�������
�­����ƒ�����������������
����
•�‚����­������������
���	�����
�
���•���	��„
�����
��† ›��	�
�������	������
Lower South East Coastal Waters:
�����–���������’œ™���“�����
•�
��„�����	�������
�€‚����• �•
�������
�
�
����	���
�����
���	�����
�
�������„�€����€�‚��������
�����„�����	�������
�­����ƒ�����������������
�����­
�����������
���	�����
�
���•���	��„������
��‰ ›
�	�
�������	������
West Victoria Coastal Waters:
�’œ™���“��������������…���

•�
��„�����	�������
�€‚����• �•
������
��
�
����	���
�����
���	�����
�
�������„�€����€�‚��������
�
������
�����€����•���������
��	�����������������„
����	�������
�­����ƒ�����������������
�����•�‚����­
�����������
���	�����
�
���•���	��„������
��‰ ›
�	�
�������	������

1024

1024
1024

1008
1016

1016 1016

990

1013

1017

1030

1031

1029

TODAY 10AM

1024

10241032

1008

1016

1016

1016

1016

1037

1025

TOMORROW 10AM

1024 1024

1032 1032

1016

1016 1016

1016

1018
1023

1039

SATURDAY 10AM

ž���������•���š�����
����
October 5, 2023

Warrnambool 15

�����–����

����
•����

���

“���	����

17 Bordertown

Robe 16 
16 Naracoorte

Mt. Gambier 16 

��


 •����

��




�����

�����


�����
 �	�
��
�	����

�	����
������

�	����� Œ��	�����

‹���˜˜��Ž

Ÿ��
 ����� �	�����
�����

•�
�
 ”��� ���

Coonawarra 16

�	������������� 16 
TODAY

�����
�� 16 
TOMORROW

�����
�� 16 
SATURDAY

�����
������
�� 18 
SUNDAY

ADELAIDE18
Port Lincoln 19 

Victor Harbor 18

Renmark 20 

Whyalla 19

Mildura 19 

Bendigo 16

MELBOURNE16

Geelong 17

Port Augusta 20Ceduna 20 

Broken Hill 19 

Keith 17

DIGITAL

WE ARE ALL ABOUT  
OUR COMMUNITIES 

borderwatch.com.au/subscribe

12635351-JB37-23



14   Thursday, 5 October, 2023

NEWS   

Seniors launch into month
By Caroline Hammat 

Around 70 people attended the launch of this 
years Senior’s Month held at the Millicent Civ -
ic and Arts Centre.

Attendees were treated to lunch and an af -
ternoon of entertainment provided by the ‘Pi -
ano Man’ Dennis Edwards and country music 
singer Anne Fraser.

The afternoon officially begins a month of 
free and subsidised activities for Wattle Range 
seniors. 

Wattle Range Council mayoress Shari Noll celebrated the launch of Seniors Month with Fay Dunn, Joyce Soule and Joycelin Walker.Enjoying a sing-a-long with the Piano Man is 
Eunice Qualmann.

Stepping out for the launch are Jan Armit and 
Aileen Bellman from Sheoak Lodge.

prepared for an afternoon of entertainment are Robert Ferguson, Pam 
Fennell and Peter Hutchesson.

Looking forward to an afternoon of 
entertainment are Arnold Williams and Ben 
Aardenburg.

Don and Elizabeth Groom, Bevan and Kathleen Staude, and Cheryl and 
Jack Gysbers at Tuesday’s Senior’s Month launch.

Making up the table representing Banksia House are Liz Whittaker, Val Redden, Marjory Malkog, 
Albina Guirastante, Vicki Costin, Glenys Vanderheul, Carol Hewitt, Jan Millham and Jo Seesink.

Eric Dean, Jeff Ellis and David Mulshine from 
Boneham Aged Care enjoy the music while 
waiting for lunch.
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LUKE NGUYEN’S INDIA
SBS, Thursday, 8.30pm
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THE VOICE
Seven, Sunday, 7pm
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HEAT
10, Wednesday, 9pm
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COME DINE WITH ME UK
SBS Food, Monday, 9.40pm
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YOUR WEEKLY TV GUIDE
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Order now on 
aussietoysonline.com.au

Paddington Bear with boots and jacket 
Medium plush toy 22cm

$39. 00

Price exclude delivery costs

BACK  
IN  

STOCK
- be quick!

12593845-JC10-23
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Kitty FlanaganHOW WELL DO YOU KNOW...
1. On which ’90s sketch 
show did Flanagan make 
her television debut?
A. Big Girl’s Blouse
B. Full Frontal
C. Fast Forward
D. The Micallef P(r)ogram(me)

2. What is the focus of 
The Junkees with Dave 
and Kitty , the podcast she 
records with Dave O’Neil?
A. Antiquing
B. Junk mail
C. Trashy reality TV
D. Snack foods

3. Which television network 
is home to her law firm 
comedy Fisk ?
A. ABC
B. SBS
C. Network 10
D. Seven Network

4. Who replaced Flanagan 
on the cast of The Weekly 
with Charlie Pickering   
in 2019?
A. Judith Lucy
B. Luke McGregor
C. Peter Helliar
D. Fiona O’Loughlin

5. What is her 
character 
Rhonda’s job 
title in workplace 
comedy Utopia ?
A. Project manager
B. Graphics consultant
C. Public relations 
manager
D. Head of human 
resources
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Multiplication 
and division are 
performed before 
addition and 
subtraction.
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V ProfessionalReal Estate

section of Network Classi� eds.

CelebrationsPhone: 1300 666 808
sales@networkclassi�  eds.com.au

Place your
Announcement Notice

with us.

Advertise with us and 
get better results

CALL: 1300 666 808
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8723 1130
6 Calula Drive Mt Gambier

��  Gutter
�� Flashings
�� Roo�ng
�� Purlins
�� Fencing
�� Steel Frames

Employment
Find work locally in the

section of Network Classi� eds.

V Roofing

BUSINESS FOR SALE!

SPEND LESS TO PRINT!
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Specialising in:
Commercial refrigeration
Domestic & Commercial 

Air Conditioning and Electrical 
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE INDUSTRY 
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V Public Notices and Event

Penola Hunt Club
Notice of AGM
Royal Oak Hotel,

Penola.
6:30pm Wednesday
25th October, 2023.

All welcome.
RSVP Secretary
0409 670 390.

Placing your classi�ed 
advert is so easy...

Phone: ������•••�•�•
Email: ������“���ƒ���������Ž������‚���
”��������€������‚�	���������������������‚���•

We accept payment by: 
‰ˆ�•†–•�•
—Œ•—Š†
‘•�­�†˜•‹™�•—•‹�‘
—
”��•š������������������������„������������Œ�� ��������‚���€�
���������������������•

Deadline for all classi�cations is 
3.30pm Tuesday.
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GAFFNEY
Terry Phillip

Passed away suddenly on
19th September 2023,

Aged 68 years.

Dearly loved eldest son of
Jim (Dec) and Shirley

Gaffney.

Much loved Big Brother of
Wayne and Anne.

Loved Uncle of
Katie and Linton

& Ben and Mykaela.

Special mate to
Nigel, June and family.
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Terry was laid to rest in
Mackay on

28th September, 2023
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A True Gentleman. 
Forever In Our Hearts
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TRUCK DRIVER
POSITION AVAILABLE
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Motoring
Impressive seven-seater
By Alistair Kennedy, Marque Motoring 

Although Korean carmaker SsangYong has 
been in the Australian market for the past 20 
years it has never been able to get close to the 
success of its compatriots Hyundai and Kia.

The company has gone through financial 
difficulties over the years and been taken over 
at different times by SAIC, Daewoo, Mahindra 
and, earlier this year, by a new entrant in the 
automotive scene – KG Mobility. 

SsangYong currently has three models in 
its range, the Musso ute and two SUVs, mid-
sized Korando and, this week’s test vehicle the 
medium-large Rexton. 

Rexton languishes near the bottom of the 
large SUV segment well below the big hitters 
like Toyota Prado and Kluger, Ford Everest and 
Isuzu MU-X, which is a pity because, after our 
week behind the wheel, we came away highly 
impressed.

Drive-away prices starting from $47,990 
make it a fair bit cheaper than these competi -
tors with a seven-year warranty adding to the 
value equation.

Like the ute-based Everest and MU-X, 
the Rexton sits on the same platform as the 
SsangYong Musso. 

Three variants are offered, ELX, Ultimate 
and Ultimate Sport Pack, formerly sold as the 
Black Edition. 

A third variant, called Adventurer, will be 
added later this year that will slot between ELX 
and Ultimate in terms of both specs and price.

All come with seven seats, a 2.2-litre turbo-
diesel engine, eight-speed automatic trans -
mission and 3500kg braked towing capacity.

The constraints of fitting three rows of seats 
don’t allow for much flexibility in the roofline 
of large SUVs and Rexton has the same con-
servative profile as its rivals. 

Most of the work therefore gets done at the 
front and rear.

Rexton has an attractive intricate diamond-
style grille with the company logo, which few 
people recognised, at the top/centre. 

Both variants come with quad-style LED 
headlights, LED daytime running lights and 
LED front fog lights. 

At the rear the tail lights and number plate 
lights are also LED. 

The high-mounted stop lights are integrat -
ed into the rear spoiler.

Wheels are 18-inch diamond-cut alloys.
Rexton Ultimate adds privacy glass, pow -

ered sunroof and tailgate and iIlluminated 
front door scuff plates.

There are six colour choices: Grand White, 
Atlantic Blue, Fine Silver, Marble Grey, Pearl 
White and Space Black.

The limited Black Edition is based on the 
Ultimate model and comes with a re-designed 
front with diamond-shaped grille elements, 
deep gloss black finish and new-style LED fog 
lights.

Other dark touches include black 20-inch 
alloy wheels and black painted roof rails.

There are only two colour options: Space 
Black or Pearl White.

Like most in its class Rexton has a fairly 
high stance which can challenge shorter occu -
pants, but on the positive side the high seating 
position provides ideal viewing.

There are thermoplastic polyurethane 
(TPU) leather-look seats in all three rows.

The front seats are powered, comfortable 
and supportive as well as being heated and 
ventilated. 

Attractive quilted trim can be found on the 
seats and around the front console. 

Storage space is good with sliding covers 
for the drink holders and phone charging bay.

The rear seats are finished in the same 
quilted trim while the second-row seats can 
tilt backwards to about 50-degrees – subject 
of course to the approval of any third-row oc -
cupants. 

The second-row also has a fold-down arm -
rest with two cupholders and small storage 
area.

Ultimate adds driver’s seat and door mir -
ror memory system, touch-sensing front door 
locks, heated leather steering wheel, ambient 
interior mood lighting and third row air condi -
tioning controls.

Access to the third-row seats and space 
once there provides the usual challenges and 
are best left for children. 

Even then the seating is low and there’s 
only small, triangular windows which provide 
a claustrophobic feel.

Boot space with all seats in place is limited.
The 2.2-litre turbo-diesel generates maxi -

mum power of 148kW at 3800 rpm and healthy 
peak torque of 441Nm from 1600 revs. 

Fuel consumption is listed at 8.7L/100km.
The eight-speed automatic comes with the 

convenience of steering wheel mounted shift 
paddles.

It has part-time 4x4 with low and high range 
and an automatic-locking rear differential.

Although Rexton hasn’t undergone ANCAP 
crash testing it does come with a good range of 
safety equipment in both variants. 

They include nine airbags, autonomous 
emergency braking with forward collision 
warning, lane change collision warning, safety 
distance warning, blind spot warning, smart 
high beam, front vehicle start warning, rear 
cross traffic warning, tyre pressure monitoring 
system, Isofix child seat anchors for the outer 
centre seats and trailer sway control.

There are front and rear parking sensors 
and a reversing camera, with a 360-degree 
camera in the Ultimate.

The larger of the two screens is the 12.3-
inch digital instrument cluster which can be 
customised to suit different situations. 

At just eight inches, the infotainment 
touchscreen is smaller than we’re used to in 
the latest vehicles. 

It’s also relatively basic and doesn’t include 

built-in satellite navigation in either variant. 
There are six physical buttons and a round 

knob below the screen for the most commonly 
used functions and more buttons and another 
knob for the air conditioning controls.

Apple CarPlay and Android Auto are both 
wired and a wireless smartphone charger is 
added for the Ultimate.

Despite its modest 148kW power output, 
441Nm of torque means the combination of 
2.2-litre diesel engine and eight-speed auto 
transmission pulls the big vehicle along in a 
smooth, relaxed and surprisingly quiet man -
ner. 

It certainly loses nothing in comparison 
with its better-known and more expensive 
competitors.

Steering is relatively light and there’s a fair 
bit of body roll through corners, but that’s par 
for the course with large SUVs.

During our test we averaged 9.3L/100km, 

reasonably close to the listed 8.7 L/100km.
We haven’t tested a SsangYong Rexton for 

quite a long time and came away pleasantly 
surprised. 

It’s very well priced but not at the expense 
of safety equipment, convenience features or 
technology.

It not only beats competitors on price but 
comes with a seven-year unlimited warranty 
together with seven-year roadside assistance.

Certainly worth a comparative test drive.
RATINGS

 · Looks: 7/10

 · Performance: 7/10

 · Safety: 8/10

 · Thirst: 9/10

 · Practicality: 8/10

 · Comfort: 8/10

 · Tech: 7/10

 · Value: 8/10 

SsangYong Rexton is an affordable alternative in the family SUV market.
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Top Junior Tigers awarded

Junior Colts Ian Chapman Memorial best utility Jack Rowe, runner-up best and fairest and leading goalkicker Jake Bevan, coach Matt Sporer, 
Carthew Medal best and fairest Kaden Bell, coach Jake Bromley, most consistent Grace Altschwager, most improved Kobe Bromley and coach’s 
trophy Harley Chapple.

17 and Under best and fairest Molly Cushion, 
coach Jami Walker and runner-up best and 
fairest Bella Poulish.

Senior Colts most improved Noah Cockrum, runner-up best and fairest Braydn Hateley,  Dick 
McIntyre Memorial most consistent James Braun, coach Troy Hatt, Malcolm Smith Memorial best 
and fairest and leading goal kicker Cade Kelly, coach’s trophy Shaunn Robinson and Neil Von 
Duve best team man Brad Scanlon.

13 and Under coach Shasta Bowman, coach’s trophy recipient Apsara Wright, runner-up best and 
fairest Jaycie Johnson, best and fairest Tamika Long and coach Amy Mason. 
 Pictures: SUBMITTED

15 and Under coach Julie-Anne Cytrowski, 
runner-up best and fairest Bethan Roberts, 
best and fairest Poppy Thorne and assistant 
coach Madi Kelly.

Donor Bruce Carthew and Junior Colts Carthew 
Medalist Kaden Bell.

Altschwager Family Award recipient Jaycie 
Johnson with president Hijisa Radley.

Junior most consistent Bethan Roberts with 
president Hijisa Radley.

Donor Terri McGee and Ian Chapman Memorial 
best utility winner Jack Rowe.

THE Tantanoola Football and Netball club held its junior presentations recently to celebrate the top 
performers of the 2023 season. 
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All the action from the 
South East Coast final

Edie Easterby Jackson Dean Austin Fuller.  Pictures: TANIA MILLARD

MacKenzie Burke

Lillie Paul

Jackson Bowden

Jack HaggettPoppy Venn
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Entertaining contests for 
championship honours 
Some impressive golf was played in the 
Millicent Golf Club’s club and grade cham -
pionships las week, with the weather also 
playing the game, producing ideal condi -
tions on the course.

All grades were played over 36 holes and 
in A Grade, Kirsty Bailey defeated Helen 
Chilton 6/4 after an exciting contest.

In B Grade, Heather Anderson defeated 
Debbie Tincknell on the 35th hole after an -
other tighth contewst.

In C Grade, Julie McKenzie defeated Bec 
Shanks 7/6.  

Virginia DeDonatis, Kirsty Bailey, Mary Winser, 
Helen Chilton and Kathy Webber. 

Bronwyn Clarke, Debbie Tincknell, Karen Altschwager, Heather Anderson and Lyn Watson. 
 Pictures: SUBMITTED 

Annie Mclennan, Julie McKenzie, Val Williams,  Bec Shanks and Karen Lock. 
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Big competition for bowls
Last week the Millicent Bowls Club hosted 
its annual Banner Mitre 10/Nutrien AG Open 
Fours, with 56 players enjoying three games of 
12 ends. 

Competitors came from Naracoorte, 
Mount Gambier, Mount Gambier RSL and 
Port MacDonnell.  

The day belonged to the Millicent team 
of Kym Stewart, Iain Campbell, Steve Skeer 
and Jim Campbell with an overall score of 
81points. 

A Mount Gambier RSL side finished run -
ners-up, as Ralph Stafford, Ian MacIntosh, 
John Schroeder and Graham Ellis finished 
with an overall score of 73 points. 

A Mount Gambier Bowls Club side rounded 
out the podium, with Peter Clark, Bill Brem -
ner, Jim Philpott and Doug MacPhail finishing 
with a score of 70 points.

The best first game went to the Millicent 
team of Aaron Emonson, Malcolm Wright, 
Bob Baxter and Chris Earl with a score of 28 
points.

The best second game went to Adriana 
Ross, Sarah Ross, Mary Clifford and Elaine 
Goode, also with a score of 28 and the best 
third game went to Peter Scanlon, Peter Bate-
man, John Eldridge and Joy Warren, again with 
a score of 28. 

Winners, Jim Campbell, Steve Skeer, sponsor representative Andrew Leslie, Iain Campbell and 
Kym Stewart.  Pictures: SUBMITTED 

Best third game, Joy Warren, John Eldridge,
sponsor representative Andrew Leslie, Peter 
Bateman and Peter Scanlon.

Best first game, Arron Emonson, Chris Earl,
sponsor representative Andrew Leslie, Bob 
Baxter and Malcolm Wright.

Runners-up, Ralph Stafford, Ian MacIntosh, sponsor representative 
Andrew Leslie, John Schroder and Graham Ellis.

Best second game, Adreana Ross, Sarah Ross,
sponsor representative Andrew Leslie, Mary Clifford and Elaine Goode.

Third place, Bill Bremner, Jim Philpott, sponsor 
representative Andrew Leslie, Peter Clark and 
Doug McPhail.
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Top shots from the final
Action from the recent Mid South Eastern football A Grade grand �nal between Kalangadoo and 
Hatherleigh. 

Kalangadoo’s Dylan Bromley leaps for the ball 
in the Magpies’ goal square. 

Kalangadoo’s Dylan Bromley was up and about 
after scoring a goal.

Hatherleigh’s Brad Mitchell celebrates an 
impressive goal from the pocket.

Ben Gregory and Jack Webster contest a mark. 
 Pictures: JAMES MURPHY

Lachy Jones and Jack Sullivan battle for supremacy. Hatherleigh’s Sam Telfer takes a high-flying 
mark.

Kalangadoo celebrates a Jack Casey goal.Kalangadoo’s Jack Casey and Hatherleigh’s Darcy Bateman compete for the ball.
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Classy trophy for gun club   
Bordertown Gun Club held its 100-target 
Continental Championship recently, with a 
redgum perpetual trophy donated by Ray and 
Pat Mack up for grabs. 

The event was sponsored by Ben Parts and 
Ciampa Engineering of Bordertown. 

At the half way mark after two rounds of 25 
targets, Don Pratt was in good form and led 
the way with 50/50.

Gavin Height, Max Medhurst and Don 
Beelitz sat on 49/50, with Andrew Hoare and 
Wayne Hawker on 48/50. 

Height shot a perfect second half 50/50 to 
finish with the best score of 99/100, from Med -
hurst 98/100.

Pratt and Hoare finished with 97/100 and 
Don Beelitz 96/100. 

As a result, Overall and AA Grade went to 
Height 99/100, from Medhurst with 98/100.

In A Grade, Hoare claimed the honours with 

97/100, from Steve Chambers with 95/100.
B Grade went to Sue Crane (89/100), from 

Robert Atkinson (88/100).
Zander Hawker claimed C Grade with 

88/100, ahead of Tim Downing (83/100).
The club’s next shoot will be the annual 

Two Day Birthday Shoot to be held on October 
28 and 29. 

It includes a 30-target Pointscore, 30-tar -
get Single Barrel and 40-target Double Barrel 
Championships on the Saturday. 

Sunday will see a 40-target SACTA State 
Mixed Target and 50-target Continental 
Championships. 

Practice is available on the Friday after -
noon. 

Practice from 9am and 10am start on both 
competition days. 

Caravans and campers welcome.
Phone 0427 836 334 to secure powered site. 

Overall and AA Grade winner of the 100-target 
Continental Championship, Gavin Height  with 
his trophy.  Pictures: SUBMITTED 

Club vice president Wayne Hawker with A Grade winner of the 100-target 
Continental Championship, Andrew Hoare.

C Grade winner of the 100-target Continental Championship, Zander 
Hawker with club vice president Wayne Hawker.

Club vice president Wayne Hawker with B Grade winner of the 100-target Continental 
Championship, Sue Crane.
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Impressive results for trio on the national stage 
The weekend of September 22 through 24 
was a memorable one for three members 
of South East Field and Game Association.

The trio competed at the Sporting Clays 
Australia National Championships in 
Gunnedah NSW against more than 350 of 
Australia`s best sporting clays shooters.

Fine but windy conditions made the 
already tough target presentations slightly 
trickier, but that failed to bother Jeremy 
Kent, who claimed the overall champi -
onship honours with a score of 179/200, 
finishing four targets ahead of runner-up 
Chris Brown. 

Kent was joint leader after the first day 
of competition and two targets behind af -
ter the second day. 

On the third and final day of competi -
tion fhe shot a possible 25/25 to stamp his 
authority on the event on his way to a com -
manding victory. 

It was Kent`s second SCA national title 
won in NSW and his second national title 
in 2023, having won the English Sporting 
titles at Burrungule Park earlier this year.

Leigh Dunn claimed the seniors nation -
al title with a score of 166/200, two targets 
ahead of multiple champion John Younger. 

Dunn`s consistency over all the grounds 
laid the foundation for his success and he 
also finished ninth overall.

Seasoned Veteran Ron Rhook scored 
156/200 to claim the veteran’s national title 
with a one-target victory over fellow South 
Australian Grant Baum.  

TOP PERFORMANCES: Limestone Coast 
clay shooters Ron Rhook, Leigh Dunn and 
Jeremy Kent returned from the National 
Titles with some impressive results. 
 Picture: SUBMITTED 
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Busy week by the seaside
Last week was a busy period for the Robe 
Bowling Club with both the women’s fours 
and Open BPL two-bowl triples played.

On Tuesday a field of 16 women’s teams en-
joyed the first tournament of the year.

Caddyshack was in attendance and players 
could stock up on their clothes and gear for 
the coming season.

In the novelty events, Kingston’s Val Daniels 
won the closest to the ditch, while Penola’s Liz 
Copping had the first toucher.

Harvey Bay’s Kim Edwards joined the com-
petition, while a phantom team from Mount 
Gambier RSL also attended, consisting of 
Trish Webb, Liz Schroeder, Shirley McIntyre 
and Joy Bilney.

At the end of the day the win went to the 
Kingston/Robe combined team of Robbie 
Dahler, Heather Lehmann, Chris Watts and 
Heidi Gribble with 83.5 points +19.

A countback was required to determine the 
victors, with Naracoorte RSL’s Sandra Green, 
Joan Hurn, Linda Prentis and Robyn Hansen a 
close second on 83.5 points +8.

Kingston’s Val Daniels, Steph Capper, Deb 
Ogilvie and Urai Jacobs rounded out the po -
dium with 81.5 points.

Following the women’s event, Wednesday 
had another 16 teams enter the BPL triples 
competition.

The tournament was won by Mount Gam -
bier RSL’s Gary Feast, John Schroder and 
Graham Ellis, who won four games with 62.5 
points.

They edged out Kingston’s Ron Packer, Mi-
cheal Rivett and Steve Hyland, also with four 
games but on 62 points.

Third with three games was the team of 
Graham Crowder, Les James and Jeff Eng-
land from Mount Gambier, with a score of 59 
points.

Thursday’s social bowls had a field of 17 
members play one game of 12 ends and one 
game of 10 ends.

At the end of the event there was only a one 
two-game winner with the honours going to 
Helen Dawson and Doug Baker on 54 points.

Wrapping up the busy week, Sunday saw 
a 100-up competition played in fine weather 
conditions.

In the men’s event Peter Roachock defeated 
Ricken Bermingham, Josh Waddell defeated 
Ali Douglas, Harold Manton defeated Errol 
Jennings and Steve Farrell defeated Rob Law-
rie.

David Robinson, Glenn Wright and Jim 
Gray had a bye while Dean Burgoyne had a 
forfeit in the first round.

In the second round, Roachock accounted 
for Gray, while Manton won over Waddell, Bur -
goyne defeated Wright and Robinson knocked 
out Farrell.

Manton had the better of Roachock in the 
third round, while Robinson progressed to the 
final with a win over Burgoyne.

In the final Robinson led most of the way 
but Manton made a comeback in the 80’s and 
90’s to clinch the win.

In the women’s competition there were two 
tight games in the first round.

Kerrie Boyd defeated Fleur Roachock and 
Tracey Gray accounted for Judy Bermingham, 
while Robbie Dahler and Carolyn McCusker 
both had a bye.

In the second round Gray knocked out 
Boyd and Dahler won over McCusker.

In the final Dahler defeated Gray with both 
players showing some great bowls.

Pennant starts on Wednesday October 4 for 
midweek, while the Friday Pennant starts this 
Friday, October 6 and the Saturday Open Pen-
nant starts on October 7.

   SPORT

SECOND: Sponsor Helen Dawson with women’s four runners-up Sandra Green, Joan Hurn, Linda Prentice and Robyn 
Hanson.

WINNERS: Sponsor Helen Dawson with women’s fours winners Robbie Dahler, Heather Lehmann, Chris Watts and Heidi Gribble. Pictures: SUBMITTED

100-UP: Women’s 100-up runner-up Tracey Gray and winner Robbie 
Dahler. 

RUNNERS-UP: BPL runners-up Ron Packer, 
Michael Rivett and Steve Hyland. 

TOP SPOT: BPL winners Gary Feast, John 
Schroder and Graham Ellis.

PODIUM: BPL third place Les James, Jeff 
England and Graham Crowder. 
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Start warming up, entries for the Blue Lake 
Fun Run are now open. 

The annual event is back again, and with 
nearly 1000 runners signed up last year, it’s 
bound to be a big one. 

Organiser Trevor Williams said the event 
started by the City of Mount Gambier coun -
cil as a way of fighting obesity in younger 
people, but the Mount Gambier Lakes Ro -
tary Club soon took it over and made it their 
own.

“It’s to promote fitness, and keep bring -
ing families together,” he said. 

“We do have more dedicated athletes but 
the goal is to bring families and the town to -
gether.”

As well as promoting fitness and bring -

ing people together, the event raises money 
which will be put back into the community. 

Last year, the club donated more than 
$20,000 to local organisations. 

It will be a group effort this year, with 
organiser Mark Praolini calling for locals to 
pull all their friends together and make a 
team. 

“We’re trying to encourage people to 
come together, register as teams and hope-
fully end up with a few more people,” he 
said. 

“It builds a bit of camaraderie at the 
workplace and can be a team get-together. 

“Plus, there might also be some friendly 
rivalry.”

There are prizes on offer for teams, 

schools and sporting groups, as well as indi -
vidual prizes for the winners. 

As always there will be the Lakes and Cra-
ters Half Marathon, the 10.4km Blue Lake/
WarWar Run, the 6.8km Mount Gambier/
Berrin Run and the 3.2km Cave Gardens/
Thugi Dash. 

The Half Marathon has a minimum age 
of 15 years, but all other events are open to 
all. 

Registrations are open, simply visit Blue 
Lake Fun Run on Facebook for more infor -
mation on how to register. 

The committee is also looking for volun -
teers on the day, so if you would like to as-
sist, send a message to the Facebook page. 

Get ready for the Blue Lake Fun Run
Registrations open: Blue Lake Fun Run organisers Trevor Williams and Mark Praolini are racing to get ready for the Blue Lake Fun Run.

From a Saint to a Demon 
By Trevor Jackson 

South Gambier has announced Peter Duncan 
as its A Grade football coach for the upcoming 
2024 season, with the retired Brett O’Neil his 
assistant.

A former Millicent local, Duncan was in -
volved as assistant/bench coach through the 
recent successful Western Border Football 
League seasons, where the Saints claimed a 
three-peat of premierships.

Duncan’s career in football began at Milli -
cent back in 2005, before a move up to play for 
Port Adelaide, then the Hills league.

“I decided to try a bit of FIFO work and 
make a bit of money,” Duncan said.

“I went off the map and put work in front of 
football, but that made me miss it even more.

“After five years I decided I wanted my life 
back, then moved back to Millicent in 2016 to 
play,”

Duncan was lucky enough to play under 
and coach with Clint Gallio, which he said 
helped advance his coaching career.

“I was at the club when Clint first moved in, 
when I was playing,” he said.

“He has had a decorated career and is a hell 
of a player.

“Being able to play under him, then once I 
retired from football, being able to work with 

him, that is where my learning really started 
to take off.

“Just seeing how professional he is and how 
good of a leader he is, I could sit there and be a 
sponge, learn from one of the best.

“Then having Tom Renzi come in at the 
start of 2021, he has his own set of strengths 
and have learnt off both of them, which I think 
put me in good stead to go to South.”

With Tom Renzi and Jacob Carger inline for 
the coaching roles at Millicent, Duncan said 
he if wanted to continue he needed to move 
clubs.

“I was looking for opportunity, wanted to 
take the next step and have my own coaching 

job,” he said.
“I was lucky enough South gave me the op-

portunity.’’
South has its own experienced leaders at 

the club, with O’Neil sure to have an impact 
on Duncan’s career as the two call the shots on 
a Saturday afternoon.

“I have always been a distant admirer of 
Brett, playing and coaching against him,” he 
said.

“I was never the player Brett and Clint were, 
but just being able to lean on those blokes, ask 
questions of them, see what they see and get 
their thoughts can only help.” 

Another boost for Duncan will come 
through Reserves coach Chris Williams.

“I have had a few good chats with Chris and 
he is passionate about his coaching,” he said.

“We want to be a senior squad, so hav-
ing him on board is another set of eyes and a 
South local.

“He knows the club inside out and the play -
ers really respect him, so to be able to have 
him help will be good.”

In the successful Millicent years, the Saints 
relied on young players coming through the 
system to grow and become the backbone of 
the club.

Duncan said it is a similar scenario at 
South, as the Demons continue to draw on 

their strength as a club.
“South is blessed with the juniors … they 

have always been strong,” he said.
“The talent is there, the pathway is there 

and they have players coming through year on 
year.

“The good thing for me is it was not too dis -
similar at Millicent.

“We had the same sort of thing with the 
majority of players home grown young kids.

“I’m hoping I can build something similar 
at South.”

While there is still some doubt about the 
format of football next season, Duncan said 
that was not an issue as far as he is concerned.

“Personally it doesn’t bother me where we 
play,” he said.

“I just want to coach the boys and they just 
want to play.

“Whoever the opposition is doesn’t matter.
“We are more on a journey of what we can 

do rather than who we are playing against.”
Regardless of matters out of his hand, Dun -

can said the move to South had so far been 
smooth across the board.

“I have been lucky, a lot of South and Mil -
licent people have congratulated me and 
wished me the best, which is nice.

“Everyone has been really helpful.” 

South Gambier Reserves coach Chris Williams, 
A Grade coach Peter Duncan and A Grade 
assistant coach Brett O’Neil are keen to work 
together for season 2024.  Picture: SUBMITTED 
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Strugnell sets a high pace
By Trevor Jackson 

The Master of Mac Park provided plenty of en -
tertainment over the weekend, with big fields 
gracing the McNamara Park circuit.

The main feature race, the Master of Mac 
Park, saw the fastest riders hit the track, with 
William Strugnell claiming the honours on his 
1000cc Suzuki.

He finished three seconds ahead of young -
ster Declan Carberry on a 1000cc BMW, from 
Charles Holding on a 600cc Yamaha.

The consolation feature race showed little 
difference between the top two, in just .114 of 
a second separating the pair at the line.

William Downie claimed the win aboard a 
1000cc Suzuki, from Chris Duffy on a 1000cc 
BMW.

Aaron Rigby rounded out the podium on a 
1000cc Suzuki.

The lightweight Master of Mac Park saw 
a strong performance by Sam Pezzetta on a 
300cc Yamaha.

He finished almost eight second ahead of 
Tara Morrison on a 400cc Kawasaki, with Ry-
der Gilbert rounding out the podium aboard 
his Yamaha.

The Junior Master of Mac Park saw the 
younger members of the sport hit the track 
aboard 150cc machines.

Jai Strugnell kept the family name up in 
lights, with a three-and-a-half second win on 
his Yamaha.

Seth Dellow was next aboard a Honda, just 
ahead of Ethan Dellow.

The Sidecars are always a popular category 
and the weekend was no different.

A close battle played out in the main fea -
ture race, wityh Michael Alton and David 
Rumble claiming the honours, under a second 
ahead of Stephen Jones and Samantha Gittus.

Grant Howarth and Scott Deslandes round -
ed out the podium.

Round 4 of the SA State Championships 
was included across the weekend to ensure 
some fast and furious action for the big crowds 
that flowed into the venue. WINNER: William Strugnell lifts the front wheel as he crosses the line to claim the Master of Mac Park title on Sunday. Pictures: JAMES MURPHY 

PODIUM: Charles Holding works his way around the McNamara Park circuit on his way to third 
place in the Master of Mac Park feature race.

ON THE PACE: Declan Carbery in full flight aboard his BMW during the Master of Mac Park feature 
race.

RISING STAR: Jai Strugnell leads Archie Schmidt during the Junior Master of Mac Park feature 
race on his way to a big win.

POPULAR CATEGORY: Michael Alton and David Rumble lead Stephen Jones and Samantha Gittus 
in the sidecar Master of Mac Park feature race.
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Gallio’s legacy to live on
By James Murphy 

Clint Gallio will leave a lasting legacy at the 
Millicent Football Club.

The four-time Western Border premier -
ship coach is set to return to his former Mid 
South Eastern club at Mount Burr for season 
2024 and will leave the Saints off the back of a 
history-making three-peat.

Gallio first signed on at Millicent in 2017, 
after winning back-to-back MSEFL flags with 
the Mozzies.

From there his career was decorated fur -
ther, coaching the Saints to a drought-break -
ing premiership in 2018 and their second ever 
since joining the Western Border Football 
League.

It had been 34 years since the club had 
raised the A Grade cup, but the time between 
drinks would be much shorter next time.

In 2019 Gallio headed north to compete in 
the Northern Territory.

That year was a difficult year at Millicent 
and the reigning premiers finished the season 
as wooden spooners without a win.

The following year was interrupted by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, before Gallio returned 
home in 2021 to coach the Saints to a three-
peat of premierships.

They knocked out minor premiers South 
Gambier in both 2021 and 2022, while the 

most recent success came at the expense of 
North Gambier last month.

It was a history-making victory for Milli -

cent, while also a rare feat in the league’s his-
tory.

No other club has won three consecutive 

flags in the league’s current format, following 
the departure of Victorian clubs in 2013.

North Gambier is a partial exception, win -
ning from 2012-2014, while the only other 
clubs to have achieved a three-peat in the 
WBFL are South Gambier and Portland.

There is no denying the level of Gallio’s 
coaching ability and he will be a valued asset 
back at the Mozzies.

Gallio said leaving Millicent was a tough 
decision, but he is excited for his next endeav -
our at Mount Burr.

“It is just the right timing for me - footy 
wise and where I am at with my body and ca -
pabilities and all that,“ he said.

“It was a pretty tough decision.“
He was grateful for his time with the Saints, 

which will always remain a prominent piece of 
his football career.

“Millicent has been really good to me and I 
have enjoyed every second,“ Gallio said.

“I think I have done the best I can and I 
have had a lot of people and players support -
ing me (on the journey).“

Mount Burr is in somewhat of a rebuilding 
phase and finished the 2023 season just shy of 
finals in fifth position.

Meanwhile, Millicent will be left in the safe 
hands of Tom Renzi as head coach, with pre-
miership captain Jacob Carger to assist.

Clint Gallio (pictured after the 2022 premiership win) is set to leave Millicent to coach Mount 
Burr in the MSEFL in 2024.  Picture: FILE


